An exciting opportunity for nursing editors is membership in the International Academy of Nursing Editors (INANE). The group has an annual conference attracting nursing editors from around the world, a blog, and listserv. A recent posting on the listserv caught my attention. The INANE member raised the question how one might judge the prestige or quality of journals. It occurred to me that school nurses might have a similar question as they review evidence for practice in The Journal of School Nursing (JOSN), NASN: School Nurse, and the myriad of journals available through the Internet.
Impact Factor
The impact factor (IF) is a metric that reflects citations of articles published in a journal that are reported by Thomson Reuters' Institute of Scientific Information (ISI) and published in the Journal Citation Reports (JCR) annually for the previous year (Thomson Reuters, 2012) . The impact factor equals the number of citations published in other journals that are indexed in the JCR in a given year, divided by the number of citable items published in the 2 previous years. A scholarly article is a citable item. Commentaries, letters to the editor, and book reviews are examples of noncitable articles (McVeigh & Mann, 2009 ). There are many criticisms of the calculation's validity including the fact that the citations made during the year an article is published are never counted. Further, citations made in nonindexed journals are not counted. There are other metrics devised to address this, but those metrics do not influence the impact factor ( (Polit & Northam, 2011) . The JOSN impact factor is 0.717 and means that in the journals indexed in the JCR, the JOSN is cited less than one time in the 2-year period. Journal editors receive detailed information of citation history. Some academic institutions expect the faculty to publish in journals with the highest impact factor for the discipline.
Broad Dissemination
Broad dissemination is an important quality indicator. Journals that are not distributed broadly have a narrow influence both on research and on clinical care. A good example of broad dissemination lies with the JOSN. Members of the National Association of School Nurses (NASN) receive the JOSN as a member benefit and nearly 6,000 institutions have subscriptions. Institutional subscriptions include those purchased by libraries, consortia, and those provided by the publisher to the developing world. The institutional subscriptions distribute journals across disciplines and make articles available to many readers while drawing attention to current research as well to school nursing. The use of social media further enhances dissemination so as members of NASN are notified of the coming JOSN issues through the editor's podcast that is announced on the NASN listserv and Facebook, they can make a point to look for articles. The publisher now promotes articles recommended by the editor that have disciplinary and interdisciplinary appeal on the Sage Facebook page and Twitter accounts. Online usage of articles is another strategy that enhances dissemination and is considered the gold standard to measure the overall health and success of journals. Like many other journals, the online usage to articles in the JOSN has exploded to hundreds of thousands.
Submissions
Journals that do not have robust submission rates, often accept manuscripts that do not advance the scientific knowledge of the discipline. Interestingly, journals with impact factors draw in scholars looking for quality journals. Many international universities, in fact, give little weight to journals without impact factors. With over 185 submissions in the past year, the JOSN has the opportunity to select highquality manuscripts. There are multiple ways to encourage scholarly submissions. The Editorial Advisory Board (EAB) is encouraged to submit articles and recruit articles. As editor, I survey important funded research and invite authors to submit for review. Authors are also attracted to the JOSN by its mission ''. . . provides a forum for improving the health of school children and the health of the school community. The JOSN seeks to engage a broad range of clinicians, scholars and community leaders in an ongoing exchange of information through scholarly articles . . . .'' (The Journal of School Nursing verso page).
General Quality Criteria
There are various forms of publications including newsletters and policy reports that would never be indexed in the JCR. The purpose of the publications may be to provide a link between a professional society and keeping readers informed about current issues. The quality of the publications is assured through careful editorial work that is often peer reviewed and that is usually supported by advisory groups. These publications are important for nursing practice and many times contribute to high levels of clinical competence. For all publications, the focus on the match between mission and the published articles is an essential measure of quality.
Editorial Concerns
As editor, I have several concerns. Over 10 years ago the Institute of Medicine (IOM) published Crossing the Quality Chasm: A New Health Care System for the 21st Century (Institute of Medicine, 2001) . The outcome of that report has been a united effort in nursing to provide evidence for practice in a systematic way (Mallory, 2010) . Professional nursing societies such as NASN have accepted the challenge and, to a large extent, evidence for practice is published through societies' journals. Many funding agencies and universities judge the quality of researchers' publications by impact factor. I raise the question, how do we translate research for the community that will use the evidence in practice if manuscripts reporting the research are not submitted to journals that serve the very clinicians who would use the findings? That may mean editors encourage scholars to publish in journals with impact factors that are at a second tier, knowing the scholars are looking for funding and academic promotion. The answer is to keep networks alive with scholars, funders, and settings where the research takes place, and to advance the importance of translating research findings for the clinicians who will use the findings.
Another quality concern is the actual translation of scholarship into a usable form for the community of clinicians without lessoning the rigor. There are two parts to this challenge. The actual narrative of articles needs to be at a level that is understandable and the link needs to be made to bridge the purpose, method, results, discussion, findings, and clinical implications. Reviewers, by their critique, and editors can help authors with the linkage. Finally, are the consumers of evidence accessing the outlets available and judging the quality of the outlets? Promoting scholarly articles through various media is one way to encourage consumers to use published scholarship, but consumers ultimately determine whether the quality of the outlet is acceptable.
Implications for School Nursing
Why should school nurses be concerned about the quality of journals? In this age of information explosion from Internet to self-publishing, school nurses need to consider the evaluative measures available to assure publications that inform their practice are of the highest quality. School nurses can challenge publications through letters to the editor, discussions held on blogs and listservs. School nurses must demand high quality in publications.
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